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Admissions
In recent years we have admitted around ten 
candidates a year to read for the 
undergraduate Law course. In general we are 
able to accept at least one candidate a year to 
read Law with Law Studies in Europe, 
subject to Faculty approval. 

The course
Law at Brasenose has a distinguished history, 
and the college continues to enjoy a 
particularly strong reputation for Law.  
The Fellows and lecturers of the College  
are able to provide tutorial teaching in most 
core subjects. The first two terms are spent 
studying the three subjects required for  
Law Moderations, the first university 
examination. Dr Davies teaches 
Constitutional Law, and Professor Horder 
teaches Criminal Law. Roman Law teaching 
is provided by a fellow from another college. 

Thereafter, undergraduates work for the 
Final Honour School of Jurisprudence, 
taking nine papers. Most students take a 
common core of papers which will allow 
them to fulfil the legal professions’ 
requirements for qualification together  
with the papers required by the university. 
The teaching for most of these papers can  
be provided in college, as follows: Land Law  
and Trusts by Mr Swadling; Administrative 
Law by Dr Davies; Contract and Tort by  
Dr Krebs; and Jurisprudence by Professor 
Horder. In the third year, students take 
optional papers, usually taught by specialists 
outside college, although Dr Davies teaches 
Labour Law, Dr Krebs teaches Commercial 
Law, and Mr Swadling teaches Personal 
Property. 

LAw

often arrange work experience placements 
during their vacations. There are 
opportunities for undergraduates to meet 
practicing lawyers, especially through the 
College law society, the Ellesmere Society, 
and the University Law Society. A law degree 
is, of course, an excellent general education 
and is highly valued by employers in other 
fields too. 

The College has its own well-stocked Law 
Library, the Stallybrass Memorial Library. 
Students also have access to a range of legal 
research databases provided by the University, 
and to the Bodleian Law Library. 

Careers
Most law graduates become solicitors or 
barristers. Students considering these options 
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MATHEMATICS

Admissions
We welcome applications for Mathematics, 
Mathematics and Philosophy, and 
Mathematics and Statistics, and admit a total 
of about seven students each year. 

Mathematics
As a single subject, Mathematics may be 
pursued either as a three-year course, leading 
to the BA degree, or as a four-year course, 
leading to the MMath. At admission time, 
you do not need to specify which course you 
propose to take, and in fact this decision 
does not need to be made until the third year 
of undergraduate studies. It is important to 
realise that the three-year course is not a 
“second best”: the BA degree in Maths 
remains a highly regarded qualification. It is 
aimed at those students who require a sound 
analytic and numerate training with a view 
to future employment or research, not 
necessarily involving the most advanced 
mathematical techniques. The four-year 
course is intended for those who hope to 
pursue a career which will involve such 
techniques, as well as those who (like their 
tutors!) gain satisfaction from the study of 
advanced mathematics for its own sake. 

Mathematics and Philosophy
This joint course is sometimes described as 
“tripartite”, the third subject being Logic,  
a natural bridge between Mathematics and 
Philosophy. It is a three- or four-year course, 
with a structure similar to that of the four-
year Mathematics course. The first year is 
devoted to compulsory papers in Pure 
Mathematics, Logic and Philosophy, after 
which an ever-widening range of options  
in all three areas of study becomes available. 

Mathematics and Statistics
Statistics is one of the most important 
applications of mathematical techniques 
and many maths graduates use statistics in 
their subsequent careers. To cater to those 
students who may wish to concentrate on 
statistics during their time at university, 
Oxford offers this joint course. It shares 
the entire first year with Mathematics and 
transfers at the end of one year are easy; 
transfers from Mathematics to 
Mathematics and Statistics are usually 
straightforward for undergraduates who 
have successfully completed the second 
year of Mathematics. Thus, if you are not 
sure whether you wish to apply for Maths 
or Maths & Stats, it does not matter which 
one you put on the UCAS form.

The Tutors
Professor Haydon’s research interests are in 
functional analysis and general topology. 
Dr Gaffney works in the application of 
mathematical modelling techniques to a 
variety of biomedical and biological areas. 

Careers
Mathematical undergraduates develop 

to a high level their ability to think with 
precision and to analyse problems quickly 
and logically, dealing where necessary with 
the appropriate abstract concepts. These 
highly sought after and transferable skills 
are valued by a wide range of employers  
(in finance, accountancy, management 
consultancy, for example) and in most cases 
are more important than knowledge of any 
specific area of mathematics. Many 
graduates, however, do find their way into 
more obviously “mathematical” careers,  
in statistics, mathematical modelling or 
computing. Graduates in Mathematics  
and Philosophy are highly regarded by 
employers as they combine outstanding 
numeracy with an ability to express precise 
ideas in fluent English. 



21

MEDICINE AND PHYSIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Admissions
We admit eight candidates to the Medical 
course each year. We also admit on average 
one candidate for either the non-medical 
Physiological Sciences or Psychology, 
Philosophy and Physiology (PPP). The 
admissions process for medicine is handled 
jointly with all Oxford Colleges, see http://
www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/study/medicine/
courses/preclin/applying for details. Short-
listed candidates who express a preference  
for Brasenose in their application will be 
interviewed here and at one other College. 

The course
The course structure is described full at  
http://www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/study/medicine/
courses/preclin/index_html. At Brasenose, the 
College teaching team (joint with Pembroke, 
see above) is strong in most areas of the 
preclinical course, and so you will be taught 

school. Roughly three quarters wish to stay  
in Oxford and at present most of those that  
do obtain a place at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital. Those who return to Brasenose as 
clinical students are joined by graduates of 
other preclinical schools, such as Cambridge. 
Our College teaching Team includes 
experienced clinical fellows, who support  
the hospital-based teaching provided by the 
Clinical School. 

For those students graduating with a good 
degree in Medical Sciences, Physiological 
Sciences or PPP, and who wish to enter 
research, there are opportunities to do 
advanced research degrees (MSc, DPhil), 
either here in Oxford or elsewhere. All three 
degrees are also particularly useful for those 
wishing to work in the pharmaceutical, 
biomedical or paramedical fields. 

by a college fellow once or twice a week 
throughout your first two years. In your third 
year, depending on your specialist interests, 
you will be taught by a wider range of Oxford 
scientists, in addition to the Brasenose tutors. 
The college tutorials are an opportunity for you 
to explore the medical sciences in depth, and 
aim to develop your abilities to analyse data, 
offer constructive criticism and make 
persuasive, reasoned arguments verbally, in 
writing and through other media. The format 
of tutorials ranges from one-to-one discussions 
based on an extended writing assignment to 
small group, problem-based tutorials. The 
tutors take a continuing interest in your 
academic development, and aim to offer 
support, guidance and provocation, as required. 

Careers
Medical students need to apply during their 
pre-clinical course for a place in a clinical 
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Admissions
One or two candidates are admitted each year 
to read Music. 

The course
The first-year (‘Mods’) course covers basic 
historical and analytical skills, keyboard work 
and techniques of composition (harmony and 
counterpoint) applied to selected periods and 
styles of music. These elements are taught in 
small-group college tutorials, together with 
University lectures and classes. There is also 
the choice of an optional element from among 
three, including solo performance and 
composition. This course leads to the Honour 
Moderations examination, taken after three 
terms of study. 

MUSIC

Admissions
Every year we admit up to eight candidates 
to read either the undergraduate course in 
two Modern Languages, or one Modern 
Language with one or other of English, 
Classics, History and Philosophy (the Joint 
Schools). Brasenose also takes admissions  
for the Modern Languages and Linguistics 
course. 

The course
All students follow the same course in the 
first three terms up to the First Examination. 
After that there is considerable choice in 
literature papers and authors, between 
medieval and modern studies, and of options 
specializing in linguistic, philosophical, and 
historical subjects. 

University lectures are designed to cover 
most central topics and there are weekly 
tutorials and also occasional seminars 
organized in the College. The College is 
equipped with live satellite television in 

MODERN LANGUAGES

The ‘Schools’ course, leading to the final 
degree examinations, offers a wide variety of 
optional subjects, including solo performance 
and composition, from which a selection of 
four is made, usually towards the end of the 
second year in preparation for third-year work. 
General history and a choice among techniques 
of composition, critical and analytical skills, 
form a compulsory core of subjects to be 
studied in the second and third years. For some 
historical topics and for special options, the 
College arranges appropriate tuition where 
necessary by experts in those fields. 

Careers
Apart from the performing world and teaching 
or administrative careers connected with 

music, the more general fields such as 
finance and industry often offer 
opportunities for music graduates. 
Employers tend to acknowledge the value of 
the music degree as a training in analytical 
and communicative processes which may be 
applied widely as well as specifically to 
music itself. 

several languages, and has native speakers 
(lectors) in French and German, who assist 
in language teaching. 

Undergraduates may be sent out to other 
tutors with a special interest not covered in 
the College. There are tutors, based in other 
colleges, who organize the teaching of those 
we accept to read Italian, Spanish, Russian, 
Portuguese and Modern Greek. 

The main interests of the College’s own 
tutors lie, for Professor Cooper, in 
Renaissance French and Italian Literature, 
especially Rabelais, Renaissance Theatre, 
Occult Sciences, Collectors of Antiquities 
and Court Festivals, and for Dr Groiser in 
German writing since the Enlightenment, 
modern German thought, German-Jewish 
culture, and critical theory. 

European and Middle Eastern 
Languages
This new Joint School enables students to 
combine papers in one language from the 

Honour School of Modern Languages with 
papers in Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, or 
Turkish. You need have no previous 
knowledge of the Middle Eastern language, 
but you would normally have studied the 
European language to A-level standard. The 
Preliminary Examination takes place in the 
third term and consists of translation into 
and out of the European language and two 
language papers for the Middle Eastern 
language. Your oral proficiency will be tested 
in both the languages which you have 
studied. 

Careers
Those who have read Modern Languages and 
its associated schools have entered a large 
range of careers, including banking, 
management consultancy, education, 
interpreting, the Foreign Office, journalism, 
the law, accountancy and business. 
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PHYSICS

Philosophy, Politics and Economics

Admissions
We admit around nine candidates each year  
to read Philosophy, Politics and Economics.  
In addition, we admit up to three Senior Status 
(graduate) students who are exempt from the 
Preliminary examination and read PPE as a 
second BA in two years.

The course
You study all three subjects in the first year. 
The PPE Preliminary examination is taken at 
the end of the first year. You can then choose 
to continue with all three branches or to drop 
one of them. Second year work mainly covers 
core papers in the branches chosen, followed 
in the third year by further subjects from a 
wide range of options permitting considerable 
specialization. PPE is a flexible course; it 
permits everything from an even blend of the 
three subjects, to a strong concentration 
(amounting to as much as three quarters of 
work for the final examination) on one of 
them. PPE at Brasenose has a reputation for 
challenging, exciting work, undertaken in a 

Admissions
We usually admit six candidates each year to 
read Physics including up to two students 
reading Physics & Philosophy, although this 
demanding course is only suitable for 
committed candidates. 

The course
Oxford has both four-and three-year courses 
in Physics. In the fourth year, students choose 
two advanced physics subjects to study in 
depth, and undertake a project. The four-year 
course provides a training in Physics to the 
highest level possible in an undergraduate 
course and gives successful graduates an ideal 
qualification for entry into research or 
scientific employment throughout the world. 
The three-year course provides an excellent 

intellectual training in physics and qualifies 
graduates for jobs in almost every area of 
endeavour, including many science-based 
careers. 

It is straightforward to change from the 
four-year to the three-year course, as both 
courses have common first and second years, 
but a change from the three- to the four-year 
course at a later date may jeopardize funding 
from your local education authority. For this 
reason we normally only accept initial 
applications for the four-year course. 

There are two Tutors in Physics. Professor 
Jonathan Jones is attempting to build small 
quantum computers, while Dr Laura Herz 
studies the optical and electronic properties  
of carbon-based semiconductors. In those 
particular subjects in which the College Tutors 

have no special expertise, undergraduates  
are sent out to experts in other Colleges.

Students reading Physics & Philosophy  
are taught jointly with the Philosophy tutors 
(See PPE listings) amongst whom Dr 
Christopher Timpson specialises in the 
Philosophy of Physics, particularly the 
foundations of quantum mechanics. 

Careers
Those who have read Physics here over the 
past few years have entered a variety of careers 
at home and abroad, in physics and 
engineering, work in industry and commerce, 
or professional training, for example, in 
accountancy. We find that employers value  
a degree in physics very highly for a wide 
variety of careers.

mixture of tutorials and class teaching. 
Anyone reading PPE can expect to be 

taught by most of the tutors listed above at 
some point during their degree. Professor 
Bogdanor’s interests lie in comparative 
government, and particularly in the political 
institutions of democratic countries, and in  
the recent constitutional and political history  
of the United Kingdom. Mr Courakis’ interests 
are macroeconomics, monetary theory and 
policy, banking and financial markets, 
international economics and international 
economic institutions, and history of economic 
thought. Dr Johansen’s interests are in ancient 
philosophy. Dr Esteves is an economic 
historian. Dr Timpson, a philosopher of 
science, has interest in philosophy of mind  
and language and in the history of 20th 
Century Anglophone philosophy. Professor 
Skach’s research and teaching interests are in 
comparative government and political theory, 
with a focus on constitutional design and the 
protection of fundamental rights in established 

and emerging democracies. Dr Leal has a 
particular interest in ethics and philosophy of 
religion, but also teaches logic, early modern 
philosophy, epistemology, and philosophy of 
mind. Dr Palano teaches microeconomics, 
international economics and labour economics, 
while her research interests also encompass 
macroeconomics. 

Careers
Those who have read PPE here have entered a 
wide variety of careers, from research to work in 
the Civil Service, teaching, the media, finance or 
industry. Employers value a degree in PPE very 
highly as a preparation for a very wide number 
of careers. Former Brasenose PPEists can be 
found in Parliament, the Bank of England, the 
Treasury, the Foreign Office, international 
organisations, banking and finance, industry, 
domestic and multinational business, 
consultancy, teaching and academia, and the 
media. There are ambassadors, barristers, film 
producers, schoolteachers, writers, and 
university professors on all five continents. 


